
A Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) is 
required for all children with disabilities who are 
between the ages of 3 and 22 and who have not 
yet graduated from high school. Students with 
disabilities may attend school until receipt of a 
high school diploma or through the day before 
their 22nd birthday, whichever is earlier.

Special education and related services must 
begin on the child’s third (3rd) birthday for 
children, if found eligible, who were served in 
an early intervention program or who were 
referred before their third (3rd) birthday. While it 
is not mandated that the school district provide 
direct services to children birth through the age 
of 2, the school district must identify, locate, and 
evaluate children of this age with known or 
suspected disabilities. When these children are 
identified by the local school district, a referral 
must be made, within 2 days, to the local Child 
Family Connections (CFC) office.

If your child is having trouble in school, you 
should contact the teacher or principal to 
discuss your concerns. Some school districts 
have teams consisting of school personnel that 
review student problems and suggest 
academic and/or behavioral strategies in an 
attempt to change or improve student 
performance. If your child does not 
demonstrate improvement you should contact 
your school principal or child’s teacher to initiate 
a referral for your child.

.Newton, IL 62448, 618-455-3396.

Kim Kessler, at South 
Eastern Special Education, 500 S. Scott Ave., 



Once   you   have 
given consent

If this request is denied,

typically
developing peers.

Your child’s school records should be kept 
confidential.  This means that they can be 
read or used only by school staff members 
who have a good reason for seeing them.  
School records cannot be shown or sent to 
people outside the school without your written 
consent, except in cases of emergencies, by 
court order, or otherwise required by law.


